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- Compared toa SLE FE P, | 
ES ER M ON, 
| .Preacht upon the occaſion of the Funeral of 


IMrs. MARY ALLEN, 


Who died Feb. 18. Anno Dom. 1695. 
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Luke 8. 52. 
Weep not, foe is not dead, but ſleepethits: 


/{ * A T the 41rth»erſe of this Chapter, Zarrzs, a 
| F*\ Ruler of a Synagogue: amongſt the Jews; 
having an only Daughter, which lay ſick of a - 
|| dangerous Diſeaſe, and at the point of death; fal- - 
-;| ling down at the feer of Jeſus, beſought him char 
/ | he would come and heal hear ; but while Jeſus was 
In his paſſage towards the houſe, the Maid gave 
| upthe Ghoſt; ar the ſight of which, her Parents 
© | were filled with perplexing grief and ſorrow ; and 
{ perhaps the rather, becauſe they thought this 
| great Prophet came too late'to do their Child 
good ; ſhe was already become Death's Priſoner, 
and what power can reſcue a Captive out of the 
hand of all-conquering Death ? our Saviour being 
compaſſionate and tender-hearted, applies ſuit- 
able comfort to them in the words of my Text ; 


wherein you may obſerve; | 


22 


mt ——— ret rn ren rr 


/ | (2) 
_ -- 4: Scaſonable;Gounſcl torratrain nnmode 
rate grief andbitow':; Weep not © 

'2. The hopeful ſtate and condition of the Per- 
ſon deceaſed ; ſhe 3s n0t dead, but ſleeperh. 
I ſhall raiſe three Points of Doctrine fromthe 
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1. We are very prone to exceſs in giving -vent.to 

.4 ? | 5 > 2 WE) F i 
our Paſſions: We are ſeldom angry, bur ear 
anger 1s over-hot, bitter and violent * Seldom 
fear, but we are overwhelmed with amazing dif- 
couragement; feldom/ FFJOYCE-.1N any Creatnge-: 
comfort, bur our Joy does byerfo%. he bankvof 
moderation ;, 'we .feldom love any chng in the; 
World, but we love it too much': Ai when we, 
grieve for any Affliction; we gricy'e t00 much'; 

Therefore we ſhould watch over our. hearts, 
. $20 2- 3.7 $ © Rd »— 2 Þ 3 SEL TERAREELD 
this caſe,and ſtrive to keep Reaſon in the Throne; 
and let noPaſſonexerciſe domimion pygr us, | . 


Ou? 
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2. 'Tis a fault, when we grieve t00 much. at the 
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rmay ſhed ſome tears as a teſtimony of our na. 
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veath of pious Friends and Relattons ; Tho! we, 


mony. 9 Mr; 

tural Aﬀetion; yer we muſt not weep as it. bis 

-were without hope ; but conſider, that tho _ - 
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Go fall under the troke:of Death; yet they are deli- þ 


'vered fromthe ſting of Death ; and when they 
are carticd to the Grave, they reſt there as 1n 


| a Bed of rich Perfumes, till they are awakened + 


* 


by the voice of their bleſſed Bridegroom 1n .the 
Morning of the Reſurrection. FY 


A” 
3. Death may fit "NESWSTE ISAT) Tis, | 


according to one of the Pocts, Imago mortis, the 


Image of Death ; and another files it, .con/er- 
gruineus Lethi Sopor, Death's Coulin-germang 
they are near of kin one to the other > Sleep 15.2 
kind ;of ſhort Death, and Death is a Tong con- 
I. ww ES. a * | -«\ yo: DD $h4idg 

tinued Sleep: This expreſfion 1s familiar, both 
'in the Old and New Teſtament. In the 11th 
of Fohn Chriſt ſays to his Diſciples, Lazarus ow 
friend ſleepeth. In 1 Cor. 15, 6. ſpeaking con- 
cerning what clear evidence was given touch: 


: 


ing the Reſurrection of Chriſt, it 1s ſaid, He _ | 


was, ſeen of more than five hundred Brethren at 


. Once , of which the greateſt part remain to this pre- 


ſent, and j.me are fallen aſleep, that is, dcad. 
And. in_the 11th ©haptcr of the ſame Epiſtle, 
declaring what remarkable Judgmentsthe great 
wr Hi. ; F = .4 i fs , \ CE IEG 
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King of Saints had cxccated upon the Corinthidn 
Church, for their unworthy receiving the *$4- 
_ crament of the Lord's Supper ; he fays at the 
got, verſe ; For this cauſe many 'are weak atid 
hchly among you, and many ſleep, that is; were 
cab by death, for that bold preſumpruous | 
fin, however many make ſo ſlight of it in our 
days. Stephen that firſt Martyr, which carries a 
Crown m the very fſignification "of! his Name, 
while the malicious Jews were caſting 'a ſhowre 
of Stones to* deſtroy him; you may find ir in 
Afts 7. ult. He kneeled down, *and cried with a 
But wice, Lord, lay mt this ſitto' their charge ; 
's1d when he had ſaid this, he fell aſleep ; that is, 
He laid' down. his life for the defence of Goſ- 
pl. Truth. © Likewiſe amongſt choſe. Miracles 
which were wrote when the Lord of Glory was 
erucificd, this is one, recorded by the Evange- 
Jift St. Matthew, c. 27. v. 52. The Graves, were 

opened, and many bodics of Saints which! ſlept 
aroſe, not to lead an Animal fe, or that they 

ſhould again return to their Graves; but as'Dio- 
Fate ſpeaks upon the place, chat they might ac- 
cnn Chriſt when. hc aſcended" up ro Hea- 
Ye L 


Og] - 7 
/ I ſhall ſhewr ub reſemblance there 1s bes -| 
tween Sleep and L Death, in theſe ng parti- | 


pong ge 
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op. Sleep \incs upon 4 all Lorn ak men ny high 
_— lov, Hh and poor, learned and unl@rncd: 
A man may poflibly continue withour Meat -\ 
Drink longer than without Sleep.: : Within a fow | 
hours, the indifpenſible necefficics of Narure ſtil} - ; 
calling for it;;- thus it is appointed for: all men once | 
to die, and after death the Judgment : Tho' the | 
Body 6f Adavi was at firſt compoſed of jarring | 
Elements” yer if /he hat 'never-loſt his Original | 
Righteouſneſs, - by the \mercitul gift and /ap- | 
pointmetit-of Ged,: he had ill been 'ppreſervedg | 
(whatcyer Socinians dream to: the'contrary) 'm 
aRate of Immortality; bur fince the Fall, finen- 
tring tnto the- World, -made 'way for the univer- 
fal Martarchy of Death: {6 that now;/tis novche 
dating! Wedge: of Gold; nor ſwelling” Tirles:of 
Horwut; ner an Eloquenc Tongue; nora beau- 
tifiif Face, nora valiant Hand; _ a ſubtle Brain; 
[hat 'tanipriviled geany fromthelRtrok of Death; 


"Deg S0cs as boldly ifite the Talaeeiof a-King, 
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asinto the/Cottage of a Shepherd, Hor doe it | 
make any difference berweenthe Judge upon the 
Bench, and che Priſoner at the Bar; the greateſt 
eminency oof Grace and Holineſs, cannot keep 
offiche Afaules of Death. r:dipgcb, am £4125, tho 
theyre. bodily  tranflated: into Heaven; oa 

may ſuppoſe, in their paſſage-thicher, they 
did undcrg& ſome change equivolent.re Dearth, 
thei ſame which ſhall befal- thoſe Saints' thai, 8 
—_ alive at the ſccond coming of Chriſt, 


_ ' When! men deſire; tQ: ſleep, tix, PR YE 
"ag their }Beds ;: laying. aſide: all: Ornaments - 
| and coſtly Attire: "Thas we. ſhall be as naked 
-  iH-our- Burial, as/at ;our Birth:;,.,and, as we 
© -prought, nothing, into the World,,1o4t-18.-cer- 
taimwe can carry;:nothing- out::.- Houſes, and 
_ Flocks and Fields, Corn and. Cartel, wall 
-pot go down with; any. jhto-the Grate, there- 
fone they that have.Righes ſhould: ber ready, to 
diſtribute, willing to ig ar 4 and relieve 
the necefſities-of; others; for with ſuch Sacri- 
.fives Go well pleaſed 5 and, let. all be Po 
up” x9. get-the: cad Garment. of Chrift's 
Imputed 


OI 
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Imputed Righteouſneſs, get the Teſtimony of 
good Conſcience, which 1s ſweeter than Muſick 
.atr a Banquet of Wine-; get an afſurance of 
.God's favour, and adorn your Souls with the _ 
Jewels of the New Covenant, which can neyer 
be loſt or taken away. Ko 


3. Slcep can only ſeiz: on the Body, but it 
has no power over the Soul; the-ſpirit of a man 
can both hope and fear, rejoyce-or grieve, dif- 
..courſe -and dehberate about things when the 
Body. 1s captivated inthe deepeſt ſlumber. Ter- . 
tullian uſeth 1t as an Argument to prove” the 
Souls Immortality; How can that be ſubject to 
real Death, which 1s not ſubje&t ſo much as to" 
the leaſt ſhadow, likeneſs, or fimilitade of-it ? 
Whether that Reaſon be cogent or not, to 'be 
ſure, Temporal Death can excrciſe. no Juriſ- 
diction over the - Soul ; that is near akin to the 
Angels, and {hall hve for. ever. - > Some men. of 
corrupt minds have thought that the Soul of 
Man {ſleeps with his Body. in the Grave,..till the 
Reſurrection ; there 1t lies ſenſleſs and fluggiſh; 
not capable of joy or ſorrow. Pope John the'22. 

6 C ” 0 


T8) 
to give the Chriſtian World a proof of his Pa- 
_ pal Infallibility, declared himſelt the Patron of 
this Opinion; being ſo hot and vigorous 1n the | 
maintaining of it, that he ſuffered none to take 
their Degrees in the Univerſity of Paris, unleſs 
they did firſt ſubſcribe this brutiſh Doctrine , 
but by the Pope's leave, let the Holy Ghoſt de- | 
cide the Controverſie. Paul ſays expreſly, that 
when Bchevers are abſent from the body, they 
are preſent with the Lord. And Chriſt rells the 


| | good Thief upon the Croſs, This day ſhalt thou 


be with me in Paradice : His Body was to lie it 
may be 1n the ſame Grave with the other Male- 
factors, bur his Soul had this priviledge, to go 
with Chriſt himſelf into Paradice, -a place of un- 
ſpeakable delight and pleaſure. When Chriſt 
and ſome of his Diſciples was upon the Mount 
'. of Transfiguration, the Souls of Moſes and Elias - 
| appeared, diſcourſing with him about the ſuffer- 
ings which he was to accompliſh *at Feruſalem : 
Likewiſe when Chriſt would ſtop the mouth of 
the Sadduces, who denied the Reſurre&ion, he 
quotes that place out of Exodus ; 1 am the God 
of Abraham, Ifaac and Facob; preſently from 
chence 


"E's ) 


thence inferring, he is the God of the living, and * 
not of the dead ; ſo that the Souls of thoſe Re: 
nowned Patriarchs, were at that time livimg, tho' 
their Bodies for many hundred years had lain 
rotting 1n the Grave, Rev 6. 9, 10. When he had 

opened the fifth Seal, I ſaw under the Altar, "the « 
Souls of them that were ſlain for the Word of God, 
and for the Teſtimony which they held, and they cried 
with a loud voice, ſaying, How long, O Lord, holy _ ' 
and true, doſt thou not judge and avenge our blood 
on them that dwell on the Earth ? Theſe Scriptures . 
ſufficiently prove that the Soul of Man is never. 


ſubject ro the ſleep of Death. 


4. Tho' men fleep in the night, they com- 
monly awake in the morning. Thus, tho' th3 
People of God fall aſleep during the long Night 


| of Death, yet they ſhall be awakened in the 


Morning of the Refurre&tion: When Chriſt 
thall deſcend from Heaven with a mighty ſhour, 
the voice of an Arch-Angcl, and the Trumper 
of God, all both good and bad ſhall appear with 


the ſame numerical Bodics which they had when 


they lay down in the Graves ; both the Juſtice 
C 2 p an] 
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-and Mercy of God require this : -For, it the Bo- 
dy have joyned - with the Soul to carry on a 
Trade. of Rebellion againſt God; u it has beena 
ſlave to Sin and. Satan, and a- ſervant to fulfl 
.unrighteouſneſs ; what can be more juſt, than 
that the ſame Body ſhould be joyned again' to 
the Soul, to be its Companion 1n a ſtate of ever- 
Jaſting Miſery and Torment? and on-the other 
fide, 1f the Body have been poſleſled in ſanctifi- 
- .cation and honour; if it has been a hving 

Temple of the Holy Ghoſt, if it have joyned 
with the. Soul to. ſerve and worſhip God ; the 
Mercy of God requires that the ſame Body: be 
united to ſuch a Soul, and be its Companion .1n 
a ſtate of everlaſting' Bliſs and Happineſs. Fob 


was very confident of this, chap. 19. 25, 26. 1 


know that my Redeemer liveth, and that- he ſhall 


ftand in the latter days upon the Earth; and tho af* 


ter my 5kin Worms defiroy this Body ; jet in my fleſh 
Jhall I ſee God. 1t Job's Faith concerning the Re« 
ſurre&tion were ſo ſtrong, ours may well -be 
ſtronger, all circumſtances of. it being made 
known to us, by New-Tcſtament Revyelations:; 
and we need not queſtion but” that | the ſame 


Almighty 


wo, Fw wi A\ A 


Almighty :Power which faſhioned our Body mn 
our Mothers Womb, .can as cafily give. it us 


| . again, and reſtore it tous, tho' it has been con- 


ſumed in the Grave ; for what canbe difficule co 
him whoſe: will is his' work? as Cyprian ſpeaks, 
Deo voluifſe eft! fecifſe. | 


5s. Mcn after ſleep oftentimes have greater 
comfort and refreſhment. Sleep is one of Na- 
cure's beſt Phyſicians ; 1t recruits our ſpirits that 
arc ſpent, and reſtores our ſtrength that was 
decayed. Thus the Bodics of God's People, when 
they are awakened. after the long ſleep of Death, - 
ſhall be in a -better condition than ever ;'. for 
tho' they ſhall be the ſame for ſubſtance, yet 
their qualities ſhall have ;:a wonderful change 5 
they ſhall be raiſed ſtrong arid powertul, ſwift 
and fpecdy in their motion, 1t-may be beyond 
any Bird that flies in che Air, or any Star that 
moves in the Heavens; they ſhall then have no 
defect or blemiſh ; they ſhall be raifed ſpir- 
tual bodies, ſupported by the immediare in- 
fluence of the Soul, without Meat, Drink, or 
Phyfick,, and \other natural -helps which now 
2305 D they 


;they ſtand in need of ; for they ſhall 'be-like 
the glorified Body of Chriſt. ern] 3010-- 


 . 6. Men go toſlcep that they may take their 
reſt: Thus, the People of God, when they ſleep 
in their death, ſhall reſt from all fin and ſuffer- 
ing, from the Perſecutions of wicked men ; 
from being buffered by Satan's 3 emptations : 
- They ſhall no more ftandin- fear of . his fiery 
Pares ; they ſhall reft from: :all trouble: and di 
-fturbance, all -pain and. labour, Rev: x4. 13. 
-Blefſed are the dead 3hat die in the Lord, that they 
nay refi from their labour, and their works ſhall 
follow them. | lt 


- - 7. The: .more pains men take, and the 
harder they -work all the day long, the betcer 
.they ſleep at night. Sohomon tells us, The fleep 
of a labouring man is ſweet : Thus, the harder 
men work tor God, the more they work for 
-their Souls,. and make proviſion for Eternity, 
during the time of life, the more refreſhing. will 
their {lcep be when the night of Death comes; 
therefore Chriſtians, ſhake off floth- and 'negh- 


gence; 


A013) 
gence ; do all the good you''can'; the remem:-- 
-brange of any one good work; 'when you come. 
to die, will comfort you more than thonſands 
-of Goldand Silver : Fill up your time with good 
and gracious ations, beſtir your ſelves, 'asir-oc- 
comes *thoſe' which believe that future Glory, 
tho' it be not diſpenſed according -to-the merit, 
yet according to the meaſure of good works ; 
they ſhall fit: upon the higheſt Thrones ' of Cce- 
leſtial Honour, and wear the brighteſt Crowns 
when they come: to poſſes the promifed King- 
dom, which have done moſt ' for God in therr 
preſent Generation. DN SEE. 


3. If a man over-charge himſelf with' cating 


and drinking juſt'as he goes to ficep,' thats will 
-make his ſkep-very uncomfortable, and full of 


diſturbance : Thus, if we make too lJargea Meal 


' of Creature-comforts, and get a ſarfeit by feed- 
1g unmoderately upon the profitsand pleaſtres - . 
of this World, it wilt make'the 'fleep-of Death 

uncomfortable to us : An inordinate Aﬀettion . . 


to.any carthly Treafare, will as certainly: kill 


and deſtroy the Sonl, as the- practice of Adul- 


D 2 tcry, | 


c 14 ) 
etcry, Murther, Witchcraft, or any the moſt 
cinous Abomination that can be named ; there- 
fore Chriſtians, tho' the World: come inco your 
Houſes,. yet keep it out of your Hearr'; make 
uſe of it, only as a Servant; let it not exercife 
any commanding power over your ſpirit, or 
bring you into bondage. 


Now to apply what has been ſpoken. 


1, Let me perſwade you to look upon Death, 
not as 'tis preſented 1n the Glaſs. of Nature, but 
as it 1s preſented in the Glaſs of Scripture ; in 
the Glaſs of Nature, the -Picture of Death 1s 
drawn with a'grim countenance ; 'tis the King. 
of Terrours, it comes as a fiery hiſſing Serpent, 
carrying the Sting of Divine Vengeance in its 
mouth ; but as preſented in the Glaſs of Scrip- 
ure,. 1t comes to the People of God as a Mel 
ſenger of glad Tidings; it calls them from dwel- 
ling in. a ſtrange Countrey, that they may go 
to live in their Fathers Houſe;where the Tongue 
of an Angel cannot expreſs what magnificent 
preparation is made for their Entertainment ; it 


COIMCS 


$3 
comes to turn their Water into Wine, all their 
Sorrow'into-Joy ; and wipe all Tears from their 
Eyes ; 1t will take a heavy Crofs from off their 
back, and ſet upon their head a flouriſhing 
Garland made of the Flowers of Paradice,which 
thall neyer fade, nor wither away. 


2. Let me ſpeak ſomething in relation to our 
dear Siſter, the Solemnity of whoſe Funeral, is 
the occaſion of our preſent meccing together ; 
ſhe was a fruitful Mother - in "Iſrael, which 
brought up many Children in the fear of God; 
her great care was to ſeaſon their tender Years 
with Religious Education ; ſhe was eminent for 
Hunulity and Patience, and for wearing the Or- 
nament of a meek and quiet fpirit, which 1s in 
che ſight of God of great price: She had a love 
to God, a love to his Ways, Word and Wor- 
ſhip, a love to his People, co all that had the 
Image of Chriſt ſhining forth upon them ; and 
we have reaſon to conclude that - Grace was 
rooted in her heart, which did fo ſweetly bloſ- 
ſom at her Lips in holy religious diſcourſe; ſhe 

is now landed upon the Shore of a happy Erer- 
| ; E nity. 


- 


nity,. ncyer_to meet with Storms,. of -go. to Sex 
-any more: + Weep not. for her, but. rather:{for 
your feclves; and for thoſe Calamities which the | 
fins of the Nation: may bring upon us, unleſs. | 
_ almoſt a Maradle of. Divine goodneſs prevent #. 
3. The ſleep of Death is common both to 
good and bad. You ;read that Feroboam'thar 
Tdolatrous King of 1ſraed, {lepr with his: Fathers. 
'The like 1s affirmed of Baaſbe, and Omri; aid 
ether wicked Princes; ſo that. the body. of :chc 
moſt ungodly perſon- may be ſaid} to ſleep. 1n 
the Grave, but haw ? juſt as a condemned Ma» 
lefattor may fall. aſleep in his Priſon the might 
before his Execution ; which tho' he feem. never 
fo ſafe and ſecure in hs own thoughts, and hug 
many golden Dreams in his ſick deluded fancy; 
yet as foon as ever he awakes. in-the morning, - 
' he muſt be drawn to the place where he ſhall 
endure ſome cruel tormencing. Death: . Thus, 
tho' the Bodies of wicked. men ſleep. in the 
Grave for: a whule, yet. at the day of general - 
FTadgment, they muſt be raiſed only that they 
may be capable to;.cndure the! -Torments of 
Y | Eternal 
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| Everral Damnacion: Thar thereforc Death cd 
prove'a happy ſleep tdi A 


Eirſt; Make great: preparation for it, becauſe 
there is a great Godito/whom you'muſt be re- 
conciled'; yon have commairted- sreat fins, which 


muſt be pardoned atid: torgiver? 3 great rempta- 
' tions, .that muſt be reliſted; great difticaſties 
lying in your 'way”.co Reetrial: 'Happincſs, that 


muſt:be paſſed''througts:!! Beſides, Death "will 


- bring a great change upon-you; 'then you muft 
.chanige 'Time for: Ecetmey, Earth for' Heayerr or 


Hell, where glorious Angels, or! black deform 
Devils muſt be your Companions for ever : 
Much true Wiſdom lies in the conſideration of 
your latcer end; ut Mortem nunquam timeas , (em- 
per cogita ; chat you may never fear Death,. 

make it familiar to your thou ghts. 


Secondly ; Be fare to ſlkep in Jeſus; chat ex- 
preſſion you have, 1 The. 4. 14. If we believe 
that Feſus died and roſe agam, even ſo them alſo 
which ſleep in Jeſus, will God bring with him. 
And now to lleep in Jeſus, briefly, is to have 

E.2 an: 
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an cient knowled gerof him, ta love hit 
ſincerely, and belicys on-him: [Receive this Pearl 
of price with an ,empty hand; joyning none of 
your good works with his Mcrits' in "the matter 
of Juſtification : -Recczve him, not: only as'x-84- 
'viour, to deliver: you from thd Wrath of God, 
.and the Curſe of the.Law, but as a Supreme 
. Lord and Governour, that you may yield: un- 
feigned Obedience -to:his Command nds: And be 
{'\ perſwaded of this, that none ſhall be admitted 
' to Reign with Chriſt in Heaven, which do not 
fer upa Throne for him to Reign in Chcie ſhearts 
while they are here upon Earth. NS 
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